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8 of 8 review helpful Serious kitsch By Julie Neal Mermaids in space suits Mermaids on a swing set Mermaids eating 
a 5 foot hot dog If you like kooky photographs of bathing beauties then this is absolutely a book for you It features 
hundreds of them each one remarkably clear and full of detail But frankly they re not the point As its University Press 
of Florida pedigree suggests Weeki Wachee City of M In the postwar explosion of domestic tourism Weeki Wachee 
nbsp spring offered the quintessential vacation fantasy a city of colorful mermaids in a natural crystal spring right off 
the West Coast highway in a sparsely inhabited Florida In those early days the mermaids had to stand alongside the 
highway to flag travelers down but once word of their charms got out travelers headed south to playgrounds in Miami 
Ft Lauderdale and Tampa found Weeki Wachee a t From Publishers Weekly When swimsuit clad young women 
cavorted in the freshwater springs of Weeki Wachee Fla in October 1947 it seemed so fantastic many visitors couldn t 
believe the performers were actually underwater In this era before scuba people were 
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